
Handy Music Tote
This tote is 16” in depth and 16" wide. There's a large lined outside pocket for a notebook, 
iPad or folder plus interior pockets big enough for an iPhone and an eyeglass case plus a 
holder for a folding music stand.



FABRIC

Three fabrics are used.
Fabric A and B: sturdy fabric such as denim, canvas, or upholstery fabric
Fabric C:   lightweight such as cotton quilting fabric.

Double stitch all seams so the tote will be extra durable.



CUT

Body: two 19”x 19” pieces of the A fabric.
Strap: Cut two 35 ½” x 2 ½” pieces of fabric—one of the B fabric and another of the C fabric.  
Cut 35 1/2” x 4” piece of batting. 
Interior pockets: cut 6 ½” x 11 1/2” of the B fabric and one from the C fabric.
Exterior pocket: cut 13 ½” x 11” from the B fabric and one from C fabric. 
Music Stand Holder:12” x 13” of A fabric
Key Clasp Strap: 6 1/2” x 2 1/2” of C fabric and a 

POCKETS

Take one of the 19” square body pieces to place the pockets on.

First do the interior phone pocket

Interior pockets

Put the 6 ½” x 11 1/2”  fabrics B and C right sides together. 
Use ¼” seams and stitch all sides, leaving a gap for turning. Trim corners, turn, poke out 
corners.
Top-stitch along top.
Run two basting stitch lines along the bottom. 

Fold the pocket in half and press, then fold the 19" square of the body in half and press.

These pockets are going on the inside of the bag so you will place them on the wrong side of 
the fabric.

Position the pockets 6" from the top with the pressed center of the pockets on the pressed 
center of the bag.



Stitch down the center of the pockets.  Gather the bottom equally on each side to fit into a 10”
space.

Stitch the sides and bottom.  

Exterior Pocket 

Put right sides together of the two 13 ½” x 11” pieces of fabric—B and C.
Use ¼” seams and stitch all sides, leaving a gap for turning. Trim corners, turn, poke out 
corners. Top-stitch top.
Fold the pocket in half and press.
This pocket goes on the same piece that the interior pocket is on but it goes on the right side 
of the fabric. (This way the stitching lines are covered up from the interior pocket.)
Place on the right side of the main bag piece and 4 ½” from the top. Make sure the exterior 
pocket and interior pockets are going in the same direction!
Sew around the three sides.  First close to the edge then 1/4" away.

OPTIONAL APPLIQUE

On the back of the bag, I wanted to add a little personality.  That's the fun thing about sewing. 
It's your creation.  I'm using this to carry my music books and stand so I'm adding a treble clef
with a peace sign.

I free handed the symbol then traced it onto the paper side of freezer paper.  

I used a pink cotton fabric with heat 'n bond lite on the back of it.  Then I ironed the freezer 
paper with the treble clef onto the front.  The freezer paper makes a temporary bond.



Cut out the applique, peel the heat 'n lite bond off of the back and press it onto the right side 
of the back of the bag.  Where the applique is placed depends on the size. This applique is 12
1/2” long.  I set it 3 1/2” from the bottom, 4” from the side, and 3” from the top.  

Then I did 3 rows of straight stitching around the applique.



MUSIC STAND HOLDER

Take the  13” x 12” fabric A.  Narrow hem the two 12” sides (press 1/4” under then another 
1/4” under and stitch)  Fold wrong sides together, matching up the unfinished edges.  Baste 
1/4”. 

Place 3” down from top on the bag on the interior pocket side. Stitch with ¼ seam.



MAIN BODY OF BAG

French seams (I have a tutorial for French Seams if you have questions)

Take both of the 19" pieces of the main body. Make sure the pockets are going in the right 
direction.

Put wrong sides together. Sew 3/8” seams on bottom and two sides. Do an overcast stitch on 
the three sides. 

Turn “wrong” side out (so the new seams are on the inside) The right side will be on the 
inside.

Put right sides together.
Sew 5/8” seams on the 2 sides and bottom.

http://designsbyktgreen.com/french-seams-and-a-giveaway/
http://designsbyktgreen.com/french-seams-and-a-giveaway/


Pleated Bottom

At the bottom, turn sides in 2 1/2".
And sew a 5/8”" seam across the bottom.



KEY CLASP STRAP

Take the 6 1/2” x 2 1/2” fabric C.  Fold right sides together.  Stitch ¼” seam around two long 
sides and one short side, leaving one end open for turning.Clip corners.  Turn right side out, 
press.  

Put fabric through key clasp, fold, and stitch 1/2” from clasp.

FINISHING TOP OF THE BAG

Press under 1/2” and then another 1/2”  

Tuck key clasp strap into the top 2” from side seam that does not have the music stand 
holder.

Stitch close to fold and top-stitch along top of bag.



STRAP

Take the 4” piece of batting and fold together.  Center on the wrong side of the C fabric. 

Stitch down center.  Place the B and C fabrics right sides together and stitch around all four 
sides with a 1/4” seam, leaving a small opening on one side to turn.  Turn right side out, 
press, and top stitch all four sides, catching open part in stitching.  Stitch 1/2” from each long 
side.

Place the end of one of the handles 1 ½” from the top edge centered at the seam on the 
inside. Stitch a box and an X on each end.  



DONE!
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